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Enquiry Grid 6 

Daily life in ancient India 

 
Chapter/s and section/s used: Indus Story/Explore, Writing Explore 

 

Individual/Group Project: Have pupils spend some time looking at the 

Indus chapter on the site. The pupils should take extra notice of the 

Indus Story and the ideas on how historians and archaeologists know 

about the Indus Valley civilization. 

 

If pupils are working on their own they should use the enquiry grid to 

gather evidence to write an account, draw an illustration, make a poster 

or diagram, etc of life in an Indus Valley settlement, detailing how we 

know that the statements they make are true. 

 

Class Project: The children could make a wall frieze showing the layout of 

an ancient Indian town or city, detailing significant buildings and areas. 

Each pair/group of children could detail a trade or activity that might 

have occurred in buildings around the town. The children could use 

drawings, photographs and writing to illustrate what they learnt about 

the people of the Indus Valley. There could be one group overlaying 

places where archaeological evidence was found and what evidence it 

provided for the children’s work. 

 

Extensions: Pupils could try to compare life in the Indus settlements 

with places in other parts of the world at similar times. What sort of 

climatic and environmental differences are there between the two 

places? 
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Background Information: 

Cities of the Indus 

How Indus towns developed 

Discovery 

Trade 

Crafts 

Agriculture 

Rulers 

Seals 

 

 

Daily life in ancient India 

 
What sort of building is 

it? 

 

What activity occurred 
here? 

What objects or 
evidence told you this? 
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